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“Universities must make a difference and 

have an impact on their communities and 

one of the ways of having an impact on the 

community is to give them good and 

healthy products.”

T
he above quote were the words of 

the Vice-Chancellor, Olabisi 

Onabanjo University (OOU), Ago-

Iwoye, Professor Ganiyu Olatunji Olatunde, 

while speaking against the backdrop of the 

decision of the University to invest in bakery 

business on the campus. 

As part of efforts to consolidate on its core 

mandates, the University recently unveiled 

its new automated bakery. The project, 

which further underscores the desire of the 

Vice-Chancellor to open new vista of value, 

has excited not a few on campus and within 

the University Community.       

Fielding questions from the OOU Bulletin 

Crew inside his office, Prof. Olatunde 

described the bakery project as a worthwhile 

investment considering the huge number of 

students of the institution and the population 

of the University Community.   

 

Emphasizing on how healthy the product from 

the bakery is, the Vice-Chancellor revealed 

that "our own bread is bromate-free and 

vitamin-enriched. Then, if you see the 

hygienic environment that we have, it's worth 

the while to say we are contributing 

something significant to our own community.”

The bakery, which is well equipped with 

modern baking equipment and gadgets, has 

ostensibly propelled the enthusiasm to fulfil 

the vision and mission of the University. 

In the bakery, there are two ovens - deck 

and rotary. It also has two mixers, a dough 

divider, molder, stainless table, slicer, two 

standing fans, eight heat extractors, baking 

pans and plastic baskets, among other 

facilities.

The bakery also has a brand new delivery 

bus to aid product distribution. For now, 

three sizes of bread are being produced; 

the big, medium and small loaves cost 

N350, N200 and N100 respectively.

Currently, the bakery is under OOU 

Ventures headed by a Professor of 

Business Finance, Adebiyi Abosede.

While giving insight into the bakery 

project, the Vice-Chancellor said it had the 

buy-in of the University Governing Council 

which believes in its self-sustainability 

potential.

Prof. Olatunde stressed the need for 
institutions and well-meaning people to 
invest their resources wisely and create 
employment opportunities rather than  
tying money down in commercial banks.

He said, "The bakery has always been one 
of the projects that we should really have. 
The University once had a bakery before 
but somehow, it got stalled. The business 
is a cash cow because of the total number 
of students and population that we have 
in the University. As at now, we have over 
28,000 students and over 1,600 staff 
members.

“With the very poor interest rate that 
banks are offering now, it's not advisable 
to fix any money you have. If you do, they 
give you 0.5 percent interest but if you 
have a good investment in terms of 
production capacity for certain things, I 
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The Vice-Chancellor, OOU, Prof. Ganiyu Olatunji Olatunde, fielding questions 
from the OOU Bulletin Crew.
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“We can also look at what may be in 

h igh  demand around a l l  those 

campuses, rather than even bread. But 

we can also study whether those are 

the needs or there are better needs 

that we can establish in other campuses 

so that we can also generate  fund. Now 

is an era of generating fund to be able to 

stay afloat as a University in this 

country," he stated.

think it  is  better to go for 

production rather than just tying 

it down for pittance from the 

banks. And that's one of the 

strategies that the Federal 

Government used in crashing the 

interest rate so that people can 

take their money and invest it and 

generate employment for the 

people in their catchment areas. 

So, this informed one of the 

re a s o n s  fo r  t h i s  p ro j e c t . "

On whether the University has 

any plan to replicate the bakery 

project in its other campuses, the 

Vice-Chancel lor noted that 

expansion may come based on 

feasibility studies. According to 

him, tertiary institutions in the country 

are now in an era where they need to 

generate funds to stay afloat and OOU 

is not an exception.

“If we are taking anything to Council, 

we would have done the cost-benefit 

He said, "One of the things this current 

Governing Council has done since 

inception, and which we appreciate 

them for, is that they told us from day 

one: 'don't bring any project that is not 

self-sustaining.' And that has been the 

basis of our proposals to Council.”

Prof. Olatunde assured that strategies 

have been put in place to ensure 

sustainability of the bakery to prevent it 

from going under.

With the nation's economy grappling with 

rising prices of wheat flour and other baking 

ingredients, thus resulting in high cost of this  

staple food, Prof. Olatunde said there was no 

cause for alarm as the University has plans to 

handle the hike in raw materials so as to 

"We are also thinking that as time goes on, we 

will be able to create bread recipe for 

hypertensive patients and diabetic patients so 

that people can buy different bread. We've 

done the nutritional composition of the bread 

and it has been found to be very excellent," he 

said.

analysis to ensure that this thing, apart from 

giving us profit, would be self-sustaining. 

We've studied it, with the Bursar and other 

Management Staff, and we realised that this is 

something that can give us some financial 

income. Besides, it also has an impact on the 

community. Higher institutions that are not as 

good as OOU are into bread production, pure 

water production and what have you and that 

is one thing we felt we can do better.”

The Vice-Chancellor described the quality of 

OOU bread as superb and excellent. He added: 

"In fact, there is no bread that can match it 

within our community and even in some other 

companies that are well established, they can't 

match the quality of our bread and it's not 

about boasting.”

We can also substitute wheat flour with, 

perhaps, cassava flour or any other flour 

that is cheaper that can be sourced locally 

and won't affect the quality and the taste as 

well as the health of those who consume it.”

guarantee profitability for the institution. 

His words: "We have a viable research outfit 

in the University that can look at the 

possibility of substituting some other 

products for flour to bring down the cost. 

Like I told you, we are thinking of making 

bread for diabetic and hypertensive people. 

That means hypertensive bread will not 

have any salt, and diabetic bread will not 

have any sugar and these are suggestions 

from our research unit when we started it.

While pointing out that there are business 

ins ights  to  learn  f rom the  recent 

coronavirus lockdown, the Vice-Chancellor 

suggested holistic reorientation of students 

a n d  e f f e c t i v e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p 

development in Nigerian Universities. 

He said, "Student reorientation is very key 

to the growth of the community, the 

country and the economy. We must change 

the orientation of the students away from 

getting-rich-quick and try to enhance 

entrepreneurship development in Nigerian 

Universities. It's not enough to establish an 
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OOU Bread delivery bus parked in front of the University Automated Bakery
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“Of course as the bakery grows, we are 

going to reach out beyond Ogun State. 

That is our intention. We have taken 

into consideration the profile of our 

potential customers. So, our bread 

He explained that the University had 

taken into consideration the profile of 

its potential customers and resorted to 

producing different bread sizes at 

competitive prices to suit their needs. 

He assured that the University was 

prepared to strategically enter the 

market and further project the positive 

image of the state-owned tertiary 

institution.

The Professor stated that adequate 

steps had been taken to sustain the 

bakery for healthy living of staff, 

students, the University Community 

and the general public.

For instance, we have a very viable 

entrepreneurial unit where students 

are exposed to practical training and 

production. At the bakery now, we are 

thinking that some of our students who 

are interested in confectionery and 

bakery, can spend some time there."

Also speaking on the fresh baking 

experience on campus, the helmsman 

of OOU Ventures, Professor Adebiyi 

Abosede,  sa id  the h igh qual i ty 

machines of the bakery have been test 

run and production has commenced in 

earnest.

entrepreneurship unit, you also have to 

ensure physical involvement of the 

students in entrepreneurship.

He said, "Sometime ago, the University 

had a bakery that became moribund 

and now we are resuscitating it but with 

high quality equipment such that we 

now produce bread for the University 

Community  and our  immediate 

environment.”

“We have to measure our activities and that is 

the quality of a University set-up because this 

is an opportunity to now further practicalise 

the theory and practise what we have learnt 

over time in terms of strategy, delivery of 

product and management of staff. So, OOU 

bakery is on a good footing.

Considering 

the fact that 

o t h e r 

b a k e r s 

a b o u n d 

within the 

community and could pose some threat, Prof. 

Abosede said the OOU bread was well 

positioned to scale the hurdle of competition.

would be in 

d i f f e r e n t 

s i z e s  t o 

m e e t  t h e 

d i f f e r e n t 

profiles of 

o u r 

p o t e n t i a l 

customers.”

Most of the machines here are those that are 

When you see the branding, you know that 

there is a difference. Because we know that 

apart from making bread available, we are also 

projecting the image of the University. So, we 

are more than competent and ready 

strategically to enter the market.

He said, "We are very mindful of competitors. 

But as a University, we have the financial 

muscle to enter the market. We are getting 

into the market with high quality bread and a 

high level of aesthetics.

We have well trained hands and we even have 

special recipe that we are going to make. And, 

of course, given my own background, we are 

going to start with minimal staff number. So, as 

we grow, we add to the staff because there is 

no point getting into a competitive market with 

high overheads.”

available around so that we would have 

easy maintenance. We didn't just go to the 

market  and buy  any  machine ,  we 

considered maintenance. As time goes on, 

there may be issues. So, we have bought 

machines that when such happens, we can 

quickly address it, so that we won't have a 

s i t u at i o n  w h e re  we  h ave  to  s to p 

production.”

One of the bakers employed in the bakery, 

Mr. Olawale Fagbemi, said there are great 

prospects for OOU bread in the market. 

Fagbemi, who stated that he has been in 

the business for 25 years and possessed the 

c o g n a t e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  b a k e r y 

management, said he would bring his 

expertise to bear on the University project. 

"I've been in this business for 25 years. My 

father has a bakery and I too have managed 

one. I have a lot of experience, both with 

local and modern baking equipment," he 

said.

Fagbemi further stated, "With God with us, 

we are going to reach greater heights, 

within some months. There are great 

prospects for OOU bakery in the market.

As demand is growing, we may need more 

staff. We are not afraid of supply. There is no 

level of production that we cannot reach. 

We are working to make the OOU bread 

unique.”
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Director, OOU Ventures, Prof. Biyi Abosede discussing with the VC, Prof. 
Ganiyu Olatunde during his visit to the bakery premises while under construction.
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T h e  e q u i p m e n t 

i n c l u d e d  s e v e n 

Desktop Computers, 

s e v e n  u n i t s  o f 

U n i n t e r r u p t e d 

Power Supply (UPS), two Interactive 

Smart Boards and two Projectors.

S
o m e 

o l d 

students of 

Olabis i  Onabanjo 

University (OOU), 

A g o - I w o y e  h a v e 

d o n a t e d  s e t s  o f 

computer science 

hardware equipment 

t o  a s s i s t  t h e 

inst i tut ion  in  i t s 

q u e st  t o  d e l i v e r 

quality education.

President of the Association, Mr. 

Saheed Adebule, who led some officers 

and members of the Association on a 

courtesy visit to the Vice-Chancellor, 

Professor Ganiyu Olatunji Olatunde, 

said the donation was part of the 2020 

Reunion Programme of the Association 

and the desire to give back to the 

University.

Mr. Adebule, who recalled memories of 

his student days with nostalgia, 

observed that the University has made 

tremendous progress since his set 

finished in 1994. He said members of 

the Association were determined to be  

part of the success story of OOU, 

stressing that "our desire to do 

something for our University is very 

strong.”

 

The donors, under the aegis of OOU 

Computer Science Alumni Association 

(1994 Set), disclosed that the items cost 

about N2.1million, adding that more 

facilities would be provided for the 

University in due course towards 

enhancing teaching and learning for 

both staff and students.

He said, "One of the major pillars of our 

objectives is to give back to our University and 

we are just starting. We know this is a drop in 

the ocean but, as they say, a journey of a 

thousand miles starts with a step. So, our 

desire is that we are going to have a big impact 

on the development of this University but we 

want to start with this token. We recognise the 

fact that the University may not be able to 

provide all the equipment they might need to 

compete with other Universities around the 

world but we can also bridge that gap." 

The Association President said he hoped the 

Interactive Smart Boards and other equipment 

donated would improve the institution's 

Computer Laboratory and help students 

Adebule, who stated that the Association has 

members scattered all over the world, said 

efforts were ongoing to bring them together 

and chart a collective course.

His words: "I must admit that the University 

has made tremendous progress. When we 

started at the temporary campus over there, 

this place was like what the Yoruba would call 

Igbo Irunmole. It was a jungle. But coming 

here now and seeing what has been done, in 

fact, we were amazed. It was like all these 

infrastructure just ‘germinated’ because we 

couldn't imagine that the University would 

have grown to this stage now.”

achieve their 

p o t e n t i a l s .

"Back  then,"  he 

recalled, "we had a 

computer lab but 

the facilities were 

not adequate. We 

take turns, in fact we 

struggled with one 

another to get to the 

lab. It appeared we 

were even taking  

tally numbers to get 

to the lab and we 

k n e w  w h a t  t h a t 

meant even at that 

time ICT was not at 

the stage it is now." 

Adebule further explained, "We knew how 

that set us back and we had to learn the 

hard way and we wouldn't want such 

experience for successive students. If we 

had made anything today, it's because we 

stood on the shoulders of some other 

people who were ready to help us to 

achieve our potentials and that is how life 

goes around.”

Other officers who accompanied Mr. 

Adebule on the historic visit included Mr. 

Aderinto Adetunji (Ex-officio), Mr. Lookman 

Oseni (Treasurer), Mrs. Oladunni Sulaimon 

“The donation is just a drop in the ocean, all 

these things cost about N2.1million. As I 

said, we are going to do more by the Grace 

of God. The University being our alma 

mater, we feel whatever pains and 

successes you have, we want to be  part of it 

and God will help us.”

“So, you are going to be seeing our faces 

more and more because this is our home. 

We can't erase it from our lives, it is what we 

make of it that we'll be proud of. Because 

we don't want the University to go through 

any sort of trouble, we have brought the 

equipment with people who can install it so 

that the University would start using it 

immediately.”

COMPUTER SCIENCE OLD STUDENTS 
DONATE LAB EQUIPMENT TO OOU 

Cont’d on Page 05

Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Academic, Prof. Deji Agboola and some Management Staff during a courtesy 
visit by OOU Computer Science Alumni Association (1994 Set), led by Mr. Saheed Adebule



07

A Publication of Olabisi Onabanjo University, Ago-Iwoye, Nigeria

ISSN: 0794-5396ISSN: 0794-5396ISSN: 0794-5396

05

His words: "It's not the amount that 

matters, it is the gesture, which shows 

that you actually have the University at 

heart and it shows clearly that you are 

going to do better than this in the near 

future. We also appreciate the team 

because this is a pandemic era when 

people are struggling to make ends 

meet. That you can still remember us 

during this period shows that you love 

your University.”

Receiving the old students on behalf of 

the Vice-Chancellor, the Deputy Vice 

Chancellor, Academic, Professor Deji 

A g b o o l a ,  c o m m e n d e d  t h e 

thoughtfulness and selflessness of the 

donors. He noted that their gesture 

would go a long way in aiding the 

academic pursuit of students of the 

University.

(Assistant Secretary), Major Florence 

Oloyede (rtd), and Mrs. Titi Ibode.

T h e  V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r  s a i d ,  a s 

administrators try their best to nurture 

and develop the University, old 

students must also lend a hand and 

provide the much needed moral and 

financial supports for it to be more 

successful. He pointed out that the 

institution had now become very 

competitive due to measures taken by 

management to endear it to well-

"The University is planning to have so many 

interactive boards because we know that during this 

pandemic, we need to comply with the Presidential 

Task Force directive which stated that up to 60 

percent capacity of the class should go online. So, 

having interactive boards is one of the best things we 

can think of," he added.

Also speaking, the Registrar, Mr. Femi Ogunwomoju, 

appreciated the donors ,  say ing they have 

complemented the efforts of the school management 

i n  m a k i n g  i t  a  g re at  c i ta d e l  o f  l e a r n i n g . 

Ogunwomoju 

said several 

f o r m e r 

students and 

alumni across 

Niger ia  and 

abroad have 

been donating 

facilities over 

the years and 

m a k i n g 

i n v a l u a b l e 

contributions 

t o  a d v a n c e 

the course of 

the University. 

m e a n i n g 

Nigerians. He 

assured that 

O O U  w o u l d 

c o n t i n u e  t o 

a c c o r d  d u e 

recognition to 

its alumni as 

i m p o r t a n t 

stakeholders 

and partners in 

p r o g r e s s .

T h e  V i c e -

C h a n c e l l o r 

stated further 

that the interactive boards were donated at the right 

time when schools need to comply with advisory 

protocols towards curtai l ing the spread of 

coronavirus.

According to him, old students have no 

excuse not to develop their alma 

mater.

He said, "We can't thank you enough 

for coming today, we appreciate your 

kind gesture. The most fascinating 

thing is that nearly all of us graduated 

from this University, and we have no 

excuse now for not making this 

University great because we are 

r u n n i n g  i t  b y  o u r s e l v e s . 

So, our destiny, our fortune are in our 

hands and it's very interesting when we 

have alumni coming in segments like 

this and in various groups. It's a good 

idea and we implore you not to rest on 

your  oars .  We st i l l  need more 

equipment and more facilities."

"As you could see, this is not the 

University that we left, it's getting 

better everyday and with your help 

too, I'm sure it would still get better."

The donation by the OOU Computer 

Science Alumni Association came on 

the heels of recent visit of an alumnus, 

Dr. Segun Oyebolu, who announced his 

intention to build an Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) Hub 

for the University.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE OLD STUDENTS DONATE...

DVC, Academic, Prof. Deji Agboola

Members of OOU Computer Science Alumni Association (1994 Set) in group photograph with 
the Management Staff during presentation of some hardware equipment to the University
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F
i f teen-year-old Mariam 

Ayolola Kaka became an 

instant media sensation 

recently after emerging the overall 

winner of a global art competition. The 

SS2 student of the International 

School, Olabisi Onabanjo University 

(OOU), Ago-Iwoye came top amongst 

the over 4,000 others that participated 

in the contest organised by "Never 

Such Innocence.”

Never Such Innocence, a charity 

group, runs an international poetry, 

art, speech and song competitions for 

young people aged 9 -16, focusing on 

conflict and its impact.

Mariam's entry entitled, "Nostalgic 

Salutation to Fallen Heroes" earned 

her the prestigious first prize and 

resultantly positioned her for a historic 

meet with the British Prime Minister, 

Mr Boris Johnson.

Apart from the award, she also 

claimed the First Prize in both the 2020 

Toyota Dream Car Art contest and 

2020 State-Fish Art contest held 

recently.

Although the outbreak of coronavirus 

pandemic worldwide halted the 

p lanned meet ing between the 

teenager and the UK leader, accolades 

and encomiums have continued to 

pour in unabated for the student from 

far and near.

The  young  student  i s  the 

daughter of a former Deputy 

Governor of Ogun State and one-

time Senator of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria, Adegbenga 

Sefiu Kaka. Her mother, Mrs. 

Olajumoke Lateefat Kaka, is an 

administrator in this University.

For doing her school proud and 

further stamping it on the world 

map as one of the reputable 

secondary schools offering 

qualitative education in Nigeria, 

the Management Board led by its 

C h a i r m a n ,  P r o f .  L a s u n 

Gbadamosi ,  Pr inc ipa l ,  Mr. 

Afolayanka Olabisi, and some 

staff of the school formally 

presented Mariam to the Vice-

Chancellor, Professor Ganiyu 

Olatunji Olatunde, who was ably 

represented by the Deputy Vice-

Chancellor, Academic, Professor 

D e j i  A g b o o l a . 

The event which took place at the Board Room of 

the Vice-Chancellor's Office, had the Registrar, 

Mr.Femi Ogunwomoju, and the University Bursar, 

Mr. Semiu Makinde, among other management 

staff in attendance.

The Principal of the International School, Mr. 

Afolayanka Olabisi, while presenting the teenage 

schoolgirl, disclosed that she participated in the 

a r t 

competition 

w h i c h 

a t t r a c t e d 

o ve r  4 , 0 0 0 

entries from 

o v e r  4 6    

countries of 

t h e  w o r l d .

He said the 

w i n n e r ' s 

story was well 

publicised in 

local and international media. According 

to him, Nigerian Tribune, New Telegraph, 

The Nation, Muslim News Nigeria and 

Standard Daily Times published the 

award in their respective editions while 

BBC London also granted Mariam an 

audio interview in its Focus on Africa 

programme aired recently.

Mr. Olabisi, who revealed that Mariam's 

ambition was to become an artist of 

international repute, said she had 

participated in numerous international 

art competitions, clinching prizes in many 

of them and sometimes missing the 

prizes in others. "She is still expecting 

results of some art contests this year," the 

P r i n c i p a l  a d d e d . 

He said, "Mariam started her education in 

the year 2008 at Hope Immaculate 

Nursery and Primary School, Ijebu-Igbo. 

She graduated in the year 2015. That 

same year, Mariam was admitted into The 

International School, Olabisi Onabanjo 

GLOBAL ART COMPETITION: VC GLOBAL ART COMPETITION: VC 
RECEIVES AWARD-WINNING STUDENTRECEIVES AWARD-WINNING STUDENT
GLOBAL ART COMPETITION: VC 
RECEIVES AWARD-WINNING STUDENT
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Mariam Ayolola Kaka

Nostalgic Salutation to Fallen Heroes - artwork that earned 
Mariam the global art competition's first prize



07

A Publication of Olabisi Onabanjo University, Ago-Iwoye, Nigeria

ISSN: 0794-5396ISSN: 0794-5396ISSN: 0794-5396

07
Cont’d on Page 08

Vol. 21  No. 1 SEPTEMBER,  2020SEPTEMBER,  2020SEPTEMBER,  2020

University, Ago-Iwoye. The ambition of 

Mariam is to become an artist of 

international repute. Mariam was 

supposed to meet Boris Johnson, the 

British Prime Minister, in person on 

Monday, June 15, 2020 for her award 

but the present pandemic situation in 

the world did not permit that. Two of 

the artworks of Mariam Kaka (visual 

arts and digital arts) have been featured 

on two different occasions on Channels 

Television Art House programme on 

28th June, 2020 and 18th July, 2020."

N o t i n g  t h at  M a r i a m  h a d  b e e n 

appointed as one of  the young 

ambassadors group for the Never Such 

Innocence, the Principal said "it will 

g ladden our hearts i f  the Vice-

Chancellor will help us to further 

celebrate the achievements of Mariam 

Kaka by presenting her to the Governor 

of this State.”

In his response, Prof. Agboola conveyed 

the joy and happiness of the Vice-

Chancellor on the brilliant performance 

of Mariam whom, he noted, had done 

her school and the University proud.

"Our own prayer is that the University 

will continue to move forward, we are 

also praying that the International 

School will be the best in Nigeria," he 

stated.

The Deputy Vice-Chancellor said he was not 

surprised with the feat attained by the 

teenager judging from the background and 

calibre of her parents.

His words: "We are not expecting anything 

less because Alhaji Adegbenga Sefiu Kaka is 

known to all of us. He is a mentor and I'm very 

happy that what he has been preaching 

outside can be seen in his own house.

Everything Alhaji stands for is the best and 

when you listen to him, it shows that 

passionately in his own character as well. So, I 

thank God that even his product is also doing 

us proud. And one of the ambassadors of 

Alhaji is here and that is Mrs. Olajumoke 

Kaka. She works in one of the very sensitive 

units in the University and she has been very 

wonderful, doing a good job.”

Prof.  Agboola  a lso commended the 

commitment of the International School 

Management Board led by Professor Lasun 

Gbadamosi as well as the Principal and staff 

of the school. He said their efforts had clearly 

demonstrated the fact that the school was 

delivering on its mandate.

The Deputy Vice-Chancellor, however, urged 

the teachers and staff not to relent but rather 

intensify efforts to produce students that 

would excel in their various academic 

pursuits and win more laurels.

Speaking in the same vein, the Registrar, Mr. 

Femi Ogunwomoju, charged the staff of the 

“We ask God to continue to support Mariam 

now and in the future," the Registrar said 

while praying that many more of such laurels 

would come her way in life."I want to 

congratulate you once again on the giant 

strides. I urge you not to rest on your oars, 

continue doing the brilliant things that you 

are doing and we pray that God will be with 

you, keep you safe, increase your wisdom, 

knowledge and understanding," he added. 

The Registrar later presented the University 

souvenirs to Mariam in appreciation of her 

"marvelous work.”

Obviously overwhelmed with joy, Mariam 

thanked the University Management, her 

school teachers and her parents as well as 

everyone that had encouraged her to excel. 

T h e  a w a r d - w i n n i n g  s t u d e n t  w a s 

accompanied on the occasion by her mother, 

Mrs. Olajumoke Kaka, and Engr. Akeem 

Adelani, who represented her father. 

Prior to the reception organised for her, 

Mariam had said her inspiration for the 

"Nostalgic Salutation to Fallen Heroes" 

artwork came from the Second World War 

In a published newspaper report, she 

explained that "my drawing medium is oil on 

paper and it is A3 size.”

Mariam said, "My inspiration came from the 

fact that the World War II was the deadliest in 

terms of global deaths, injured, wounded, 

incapacitated, disabled and traumatized 

casualties. My inspiration was heightened 

when I saw the Commonwealth war graves as 

M r.  O g u n w o m o j u ,  w h o  e x p r e s s e d 

s a t i s fa c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g 

performance of Mariam, also thanked her 

p a re n t s  fo r  p ro v i d i n g  a n  e n a b l i n g 

environment for her to showcase her skills.

school not to relent on their efforts, saying 

they must do everything possible to uplift 

and promote the institution.
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Mariam Kaka expressing her gratitude to the OOU Management Staff
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one of the Second World War resource 

contents for a fight for freedom. Plus, 

Nigeria being a Commonwealth nation.

I was excited to draw a war grave which is 

a burial place for members of the armed 

forces and civilians who died during the 

World War II. I also thought of Armed 

Forces Remembrance Day when wreaths 

are laid in remembrance of fallen heroes. 

All these inspired me to draw a military 

man visiting a war grave. 

However, unknowingly to me I raised his left 

hand in salutation and my mum being a 

daughter of a retired police officer, seems to 

know a little about military and she told me 

that military officers salute with the right hand 

and she encouraged me to research it to be 

doubly sure.

My research made me know that the only time 

a military officer salutes with the left hand is 

when something is wrong with the right hand. 

The thought of a living war veteran came to 

mind and I decided to erase the long left 

hand I had already done and made the 

military man an amputee and a war 

veteran.

Thank God the title of my art piece also 

was not far-fetched because of the war 

veteran who feels nostalgic visiting the 

grave of past colleagues and comrades to 

say old soldiers never die. They live on, 

and can never be forgotten. Hence, the 

birth of the title of my artwork - Nostalgic 

Salutation to the Fallen Heroes."
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Mr. Soyele, who is the Project Facility 

Maintenance Officer, Corporate Support 

Department, South West Zone, said that 

the bank had good working relationship 

with the University but needed to shut 

down operations within the school 

environment in view of the decision of 

the bank management to "rationalise" 

some of its locations.

P
olaris Bank Limited has donated 

the building and premises of its 

former branch within the 

Olabisi Onabanjo University (OOU), Ago-

Iwoye to the authorities of the state-

o w n e d  t e r t i a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n .

The bank recent ly  re located the 

operations of the University Branch to 

I jebu- Igbo,  in  I jebu  North  Loca l 

Government Area of Ogun State.

Consequently, in demonstration of its 

commitment to service the needs of 

customers and partners, the bank 

announced its decision to transfer 

ownership of its erstwhile branch to OOU.

An official of Polaris Bank, Mr. Adeleye 

Soyele, who conducted some Principal 

Officers of the University round the 

facility, said the donation was also part of 

the corporate social responsibility of the 

bank. 

"As it is, it's a lease-hold property. So, if we 

are going to be shutting down operations, 

naturally it goes back to the school. Since we 

no longer operate from here, we are giving it 

back to the school.”

Saying the bank remains a highly responsive 

and responsible financial institution that is 

always willing to give back to the society, 

Soyele restated the determination of the 

bank to continuously 

i d e n t i f y  w i t h  a n d 

support the aspirations 

o f  O O U . 

R e s p o n d i n g  a f t e r 

inspecting the donated 

building, the Registrar, 

Mr. Femi Ogunwomoju, 

who represented the 

Vice-Chancellor, Prof. 

Ganiyu O. Olatunde, 

e x p r e s s e d  t h e 

He explained that since banking activities 

were no longer being carried out at the 

defunct branch, it behooves on the bank to 

give the property back to the school. 

Soyele said, "actually, it's prompted by the 

bank's decision to rationalise some of its 

locations. Of course, handing over the 

property back to the school is a corporate 

social responsibility.”

appreciation of the University to the bank 

management for deeming it fit to transfer 

ownership of  the faci l i ty  to OOU.

Mr. Ogunwomoju, who was accompanied 

by the University Librarian, Dr. Adebambo 

Oduwole, and some Senior Officers of the 

University, disclosed that the building 

would be renovated in due course and the 

University would make judicious use of it. 

According to him, the Management has 

made adequate plans for the building to be 

o c c u p i e d  a n d  p r o p e r l y  u t i l i s e d .

He said, "the University is grateful to 

Polaris Bank for relinquishing this building 

and transferring the ownership to us."

"Management has made adequate plans 

to make sure that this building does not go 

to waste. It will still be useful and plans are 

in top gear to make sure we make the best 

use of this place. Very soon, we will 

renovate it and make the best use of it."

Polaris Bank Building handed over to OOU
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